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A Review of the Rhyming of Su Shih’s
Seven-words Ancient Style Poetry

Li-Shin Lee”

Abstract

Su Shih has been one of the greatest writer not only of the Sung Dynasty but also
of the whole Chinese literary history. He is a versatile writer capable of writing
different ancient style poety, which is one of the most complex styles among all
Chinese poetry. This article reviews the rhyming practice of this above-mentioned
poety in order to show his great achievement.

He is probably one of the first few who use ts’u chi ts’u shou rhyme ( [l Rl
ﬁ?&ﬁ) , formally appeared in five-words ku-shin only, in seven-words ku-shin and he is
certainly the best one to use this rhyme so smoothly. He likes to vary the rhume, from
level to deflected tone and from deflected from level tone alternatively, and every four
or eight lines regularly, which is the practice of the T.ang poetry. Something he even
composed this poetry with every li ne rhyming, which is the practice of the Han
Dynasty. He also composed this poetry with lines that rhyme third tone ( =) with
fourth tone (. &%) ; or with lines that rhyme level tone with deflected tone ; or
thirty-six lines differently with only one line unrhyming.

All this variation and innovation of using rhyme in his seven-words ancient style
poetry proves Su Shih’s talent as a great poet.

Keywords : Su Shih, seven-words ancient style poetry, rhyming practice
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