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Abstract

Even though globalization has not attained its peak, it has become an
irreversible historical trend, and has caused extensive and significant impacts
on the whole world. Theories of international relations based on nation-state
are also encountering a challenge and a revolutionary shift of a paradigm.

In a concrete sense, globalization is a process and a phenomenon formed
by the interactive influence of two mechanisms: assimilating life
consciousness and unifying spatial integration. Basically, assimilating life
consciousness is functioned through capitalist market; unifying spatial
integration is functioned through science and technology.

The phenomenon of globalization is like a globally covered mechanism of
multilateral interdependent networks. Within the global system, each
individual’s life will be influenced by the impact of globalization, and relatively
the living activity or behavior of each individual or group would also affect
others and contribute to the phenomenon of globalization. Theoretically and
ideally, all the mutually- reliant components play equally important roles and
function to attain an equilibrium among themselves; each should have
equivalent opportunity of participation and functions to influence as well as be
influenced by globalization. However, since there are key elements in the
formation of globalization phenomenon, globalization naturally contains
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>"disparate factors that may cause imbalance by those who control more
elements and have more power to dominate the development of globalization.
And it seems that the emerging world power is the United States. Obviously,
this is unfavorable for full development of human civilizations as a whole.
From the perspectives of universal natural laws, as well as the long-term
development and the existing status, it would be hopeful for human welfare to
look into the Eastern civilization — the Chinese universalism — for an
alternative solution to mediate the existing imbalanced situation of
globalization.

In fact, the Chinese idea of “universalism” ( or “heaven and man in one”) is
based on the doctrine of “harmonious relations between mankind and nature”;
it pronounces that “The Way-of-Heaven” focuses on the ever-changing and
ever-renewing dynamic ways of heaven. This man-nature coordinated
doctrine, manifested in the Eastern philosophy of civilization in general is
named “Dao,” which stresses on changing with time in nature. This dynamic
way is more capable of grasping the essence of evolutional civilization and the
real concern of human welfare, mainly because it comprises the essential
doctrines of Confucianism, and should have a greater chance in the future for
accommodating the third-wave evolution course of civilization (in Toffler’s
words).

This paper discusses contents, not to cross over the emerging
globalization, but to cross over the “challenges” brought forth by globalization,
which actually should mean to “accord with” or “mediate.” In other words, we
do not intend to set up another global system to replace the present one, but
to improve the present one by getting fully involved so as to mediate in the
very process of this emerging world-wide tend of globalization. Only through
mediating internally within the existing function of the globalization system,
can the world civilization evolve steadily and human welfare be guaranteed.

Keywords: globalization ~ Chinese cosmopolitanism ~ heaven and man in one -
deterritorialization ~ accord with; mediate
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