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Wang Bi's Strategy of Annotation and
Connotation of Thinking in Chou | Zhu
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Abstract

Wang Bi can be labeled as the most talented scholar in the field of Wei Jin
metaphysics because of his two well-known works—Lao Zi Zhu and Zhou | Zhu. As
the researcher has found, there is a contradiction in interpreting the annotations of
both Lao Zi Zhu and Zhou | Zhu. Thus, from the metaphysical point of view, many
scholars suspect whether the annotation of Zhou | Zhu can be used to logically
interpret Lao Zi Zhu. However, the researcher believes that both Lao Zi Zhu and Zhou
I Zhu are, in fact, fundamentally consistent in significance. Zhou | Zhu is a work
based on Confucian thought, whose style is different from that of Lao Zi Zhu.
Therefore, Wang Bi indirectly interprets the metaphysical essence of Lao Zi Zhu by
the way of Yi Chuan Jiu Jing. Therefore, by building up a principle of annotation
called “Zhou I Ive Li” in Zhou | Zhu, and through his discussions on “Tuan Ci” and
“Xiang Ci,” Wang Bi has elevated the rich variations of Gua and Yao from concrete
“individual logic” to abstract “universal logic.” In addition, he has also connected the
“Wu” of Lao Zi Zhu with this viewpoint to accomplish his complete theoretical
thinking on both the concrete and the abstract.

Keywords: Wang Bi, Wei Jin Xuan Xue (Wei Jin metaphysics), Lao Zi Zhu, Zhou |
Zhu
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