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Abstract

The main concern of this paper is to elaborate on the great achievements of Tao
Chu on salt affairs in the middle of the Ching Dynasty. Tao Chu was the
governor-general of Ling-Chiang from 1830 to 1839. Facing extremely corruptive
administrators and outdated laws of salt, Tao Chu started a series of reforms on salt
affairs in order to increase governmental revenue. The aim of Tao’s reforms was to
reduce the cost of production and prevent smuggling. In the southern part of Hwai
River, Tao Chu firstly simplified the administrative process on salt affairs to increase
efficiency. His subsequent reforms included dredging cannels for salt transportation,
establishing more retail shops of salt at each port, increasing wages for workers, and
cracking down on private salt smugglers. Moreover, in the northern part of Hwai
River, to stop the hereditary monopoly on salt businesses, Tao Chu introduced the salt
ticket system. This reform not only cut down the cost and the price of salt but also
reduced private salt smuggling. However, the most remarkable achievement was the
transformation of smugglers into good citizens. In sum, Tao Chu set a model of the
reformation on salt affairs for successors. Tao’s reforms on salt affairs also built up a
free market and cut down manipulation by men. Thereafter people could buy salt at
a lower price and thus prepare healthful and delicious food, and the government was
able to collect more salt tax than ever.

Keywords: Tao Chu, salt affairs, the salt ticket system, private salt
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