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Hong Chu and His Xiangpu

Ching-Ming Liu

Abstract

Hong Chu’s Xiangpu is the earliest and the most complete collection of fragrance
during the Northern Song Dynasty. The guide introduces the history, usage,
prescription of fragrance, and categorizes matters concerning fragrance into “quality
of fragrance,” “specialty of fragrance,” “affairs of fragrance,” and *“rules of
fragrance,” which provides a guideline to subsequent collections.

Hong Chu has been considered to be the author of Xiangpu since the Song
Dynasty, but Jun Zhai Du Shu Zhi proposed questionable points. Tao Zong-yi

(Ming) suggested that it was written by an author of the Tang Dynasty, and Si Ku
Quan Shu Zong Mu Ti Yao suggested that it was not written by Hong Chu. The author
of the book remains a question. The contents vary in different versions, which need to
be studied further.

This paper examines the possible authors of Xiangpu, such as an author of the
Tang Dynasty, Hou Xuan-tang, Hong Chu and so on. The life of Hong Chu is also
studied to find out the likelihood of him being the author. Then, it probes into the
circulation of Xiangpu and its versions, such as Bai Chuan Xue Ha, Tang Song Cong
Shu, Ge zZhi Cong Shu, Shuo Fu, Xue Jin Tao Yuan, and Ming Ren Xiao Shuo versions,
and discusses their styles and features.

Xiangpu is a pulu produced in response of the demand of the society but lack of
the artistic approach to creative literature. However, it owns credits of archival
preservation and organization. In terms of the social phenomenon of the Song
Dynasty, the production of Xiangpu reflects the development and values of the

* Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics, Feng Chia University.
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fragrance. Hong Chu’s Xiangpu is indeed the foundation to the development of the
culture of fragrance.

Keywords: Xiangpu, Hong Chu, version, pulu, culture of fragrance



