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Dialectics of the Word Choice between Bao
(%) and Bao ( # ) asthe Correct Usage
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In the Qing Dynasty
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Abstract

The paper clarifies the word choice between bao ( i% ) and bao ( # ) as the correct
usage of a local administrative division in the Qing dynasty. Based on an examination
of local gazetteers and historical contracts, this paper concludes that the usage of bao

( %) isthe correct one. Because the bao ( i ) isthe one of baojia ( i% ¥ ; the Tithing
System ) but notthe bao ( # ) of Chengbao ( #% #; afort) ,the latter use of bao ( # )
is thus mistaken.

This paper finds that ninety—five percent of the official documents, the official
seals and the civilian contracts in the Qing dynasty adopted the usage of bao

( %) .Otherwise, the official documents adopting the usage of bao ( # ) were limited
to and could only be found among Zhang—dan ( * ¥ ; the geodesic survey records ) that
the Liu Ming-zhuan’s administration issued.

In conclusion, Ke Pei-yuan’s Gemalan Zhilue written in the Daoguang era
initiated the corruption of bao ( # ) ,and Liu’s Zhang—dan further promoted such
corruption. As a result, the latter—day administrators of Taiwan-Japanese
colonialists—made the wrongful usage of the bao ( # ) a common error both in the
official and civilian realms.

Keywords: Qing dynasty, bao ( i%) , bao ( # ) , gazetteer, historical contract
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