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Abstract

This paper states that it is Hu Ying-Lin who firstly compared Pipa (the tale of
pipa) with Xixiang( the western chamber) . Xixiang is northern drama while Pipa is
southern drama with distinguished styles. Why could Hu Ying-Lin put them in same
situation? This paper points out that the first reason is that Hu Yinglin evaluated Xiqu
(drama) with the standard of poetry. Hu Ying-Lin criticized Xiqu as youyi zhi motu
(the poorest value among all the arts) when it was highly praised in the late Ming
Dynasty. The second reason is that Hu Ying-Lin viewed Xiqu as knowledge. He
thought Xiqu should be xu (fictitious) but be based on shi (facts, reality, history, etc.).
The emphasis of shi showed his attitude that Pipa and Xixiang were one kind of
knowledge, so they could be compared. Then, this paper explored a transition, that is,
Hu Ying-Lin, known for his erudition in evidential scholarship and knowledge
inheritance, showed an academic position on Xiqu, which is different form Linchuan
School and Wujiang School.

Keywords: Hu Ying-Lin, the western chamber, the tale of pipa, xushi, erudition
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