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Abstract

Min Yue gazatteers are existed historical texts which carry various and rich
records of Master Can Kui. Based on Min Yue gazatteers, this article aims to study
the formation history of the temple and belief of Master Can Kui in Guangdong and
Fujian provinces. According to Min Yue gazatteers, there were fifteen temples of
Master Can Kui established in Ming dynasty and afterward: ten in Dapu, four in
Cheng Xiang and one in Xinning. Cheng Xiang is not the top place where has many
temples of Master Can Kui, but it is the area which deeply adheres to belief of Master
Can Kui. Belief of Master Can Kui spread out into eastern Guangdong in accordance
with the improvement of political and economical situations during late Ming and
Ching dynasty. In the early stage, belief of Master Can Kui centered around Ingna
Mountain areas then spread out into Fujian province residential areas along Mai and
Ding rivers accordingly to the migrant route of Hakka people. Belief of Master Can
Kui is popular in Yongding and Shaxiang that can be regarded as the historical trace
of the religion route. Several social forces underpinned the belief of Master Can Kui
to become the major religion in Hakka residential areas, namely circulating the
epiphany of Master Can Kui; supporting from official governors and gentries, and
editing Ingna Mountain gazetteer. In sum, like other religions expand in different
areas, economical growth and social mobility of gentry are basic foundation of folk

: Lecture, Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics, Feng Chia University.
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belief. Therefore, it is important to regard the formation history of Master Can Kui as
a part of holistic history in Ming and Ching dynasties.

Keywords: Master Can Kui, Monk Liaogquan, Ingna Mountain, Ling Guang Temple



