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The Observations on Ji Yun’s Academic
Inclinations from the Images of the

Confucianists in Yuewei Cottage Notes

Peng-Kai Wang”

Abstract

From the images of the Confucianists depicted by Ji Yun in Yuewei Cottage
Notes, 1 can see Ji Yun’s praise and detestation for the Confucianists at that time;
from his love and hatred, I can know Ji Yun’s attitude towards Han and Song studies.
Meanwhile, those images reflected the standard of academic value in his mind. By
putting words in the mouth of ghosts and fairy foxes, Ji Yun frequently lashed and
satirized those scholars that discoursed Neo-Confucianism with hollow words and
high-sounding talk and pedants that were fettered by old conventions. Through the
description of these stories, perhaps we can explore some of Ji Yun’s thoughts that he
kept in his mind and had not stated clearly, and understand his academic inclinations.
Via the analysis, I discovered that Ji Yun, when comprehending the classics, upheld
the solidness of textual critical approaches of Han studies, and disapproved of the
hollowness and indulgence in empty talk of genesis and temperament in Song studies.
That is one of the differences between the research approaches of Ji Yun and
Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism. Ji Yun admired the approach of Han studies that
emphasized the textual criticism and verification; however, the final target of
understanding the true meanings of the classics (comprehending the classics) via
textual criticism should be fulfilling the “practical purposes” of governing and

benefiting the people and the world. If scholars who were fettered by old conventions

* Lecturer, General Education Center, Nan Kai University of Technology.
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just wallowed in restoring ancient ways, insisted on pedantic rules, and even sank into
textual criticism’s defects of being minute and complicated, Ji Yun would satirize
them bitterly and bluntly. Consequently, Ji Yun’s research attitude of attaching
importance to comprehending the classics and attaining practical use was not equal to
Han studies that laid particular stress on the textual critical approach at that time. I can
only say that he had an inclination to the research attitude of Han studies, but was not
confined by Han studies. Moreover, although Ji Yun’s approach was different from
that of Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism, he could still recognize the advantages of
Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism, and held many fair arguments. However, it’s a pity
that people did not pay attention to those fair arguments.
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