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Feng Chia Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
pp. 187-206, No. 20, Jun. 2010

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Feng Chia University

An Exploration on Chiu, Feng-Jia’s
Understanding of the Indigenous People in

Central Taiwan through Laofanxing

Che-San Chen”

Abstract

The paper explores Chiu, Feng-Jia’s understanding of the indigenous people in
Central Taiwan by investigating one of his poems, Laofanxing.

First, because the places where Chiu had been--including Dongshi where he
lived, Fongyuan where his grandfather had business, Xiaoyun Shanzhuang in Tanzi
where he studied, and Buozhuang also in Tanzi where he relocated afterwards--all
belonged to the territory of the Anli tribe of the Pazeh people, this paper therefore
identified the “Laofan” (the old aborigine) in this poem as a member of the Mashujiu
tribe of the Pazeh people. Second, through the Laofan’s tongue, this poem described
the glory of his ancestors who aided the imperial armies to defeat rebels during the
Kangxi and the Qianlong periods. The following portion of the poem narrated his
people’s loss of land, their difficulties of life, and as a result their relocation to the
remote area, Puli. The last part of the poem continued the story about how the Han
people followed the steps of the Laofan’s people into Puli and redid the same tricks.
This part also comprised the unjust situation that the administrators privileged the
uncivilized mountain aborigines over the acculturated plain aborigines during the

process of reclamation and cultivation. In the preface and the end of this poem, the

* Professor, Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics, Feng Chia University.
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poet not only sympathized with the Laofan’s sorrows but also hoped that the
administrators of Aborigine Affairs could hear the Laofan’s lamentation.

Through the poem, Laofanxing, it is clear that Chiu, Feng-Jia understood the
history of the Anli tribe well, and he sympathized with the indigenous people of the
Anli tribe who suffered from the wretched lot. However, he could not do anything but
sympathize. Although Chiu did not actually help the people of the Anli tribe and other
indigenous people in Taiwan, he kept an authentic history for them. Meanwhile, his
work manifested his open-mindedness and deeper sympathy than his scholarly

coevals.

Keywords: Laofanxing, Chiu, Feng-Jia, the Anli tribe, plain aborigine, indigenous
people
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