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Architecture Students Practicing Community Building - A Case Study
of the Environmental Resource Education Center Construction in
Gonglaoping Community, Fengyuan District, Taichung City"
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Abstract

This study aims to examine the interdisciplinary learning process
through which architecture students engage in community building and
participatory design within a real-world rural context. The research
focuses on a case study from the 2024 University Student Rural Co-
Creation Program, specifically the construction of an Environmental
Resource Education Hall in Gonglaoping Community, Fengyuan District,
Taichung City. In collaboration with the Gonglaoping Community Industry
Development Association and the Homemakers United Foundation,
architecture students worked alongside local residents to co-plan,
design, and construct the education hall. The study explores the
contextual relationship between participatory design and rural
planning practices, seeking to understand the dynamics and benefits of
interdisciplinary participatory actions. It offers a reflective case
for design education practices.

The primary research method is qualitative participant observation.
The author took part in the student team” s planning and construction
processes, documenting and analyzing the implementation of
participatory design workshops. Focus group interviews were conducted
with key stakeholders to collect feedback and reflections throughout
the project. The study also reviews relevant literature and compares
similar learning experiences from other student groups to establish a
theoretical framework. Through the analysis of critical issues in the
process, this research highlights the significance and reflections of
interdisciplinary architectural education in action.

Keywords: Action research, Architectural design education, Community
building, Participatory design, Satoyama Initiative
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