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Abstract

What kinds of characteristics would college students hope their mate have?
Does male students with characteristics of wealth and/or talent really attract female
students? Is male students with characteristic of beauty really great significance for
female studens? Is it important for couples coming from families of equal
socio-economic status?

In this study, by selecting Feng Chia University students as samples, we would
like to observe their mate preferences. First, we survey 25 students ramdonly about
what kind of characteristics that their future mate required, and summarize the top 10
characteristics, including Appearance, Height, Future Plan, Family Background,
Wealth/Income, Humor , Exercise Habit , Values, Considerate, Connotation. Next,
we make questionnaires and do the pretest for 25 students to make sure that they
understand the content. Finally, we sent out 301 formal survey, deduct invalid ones
and finally leave 223 valid samples.

Based on Li, etc. (2002), we compare the limit resources of 30 spouse coins
(low budget) and 60 spouse coins (high budget), to analyze which characteristics are
necessities or luxuries of mate preference. Evidences show the top 3 characteristics
male students focusing on are Appearance, Connotation, Values, and the top 3
characteristics female students focusing on are Values, Income, Appearance. On the
countary, the top 3 characteristics that students don’t focus on are Family Background,
Exercise Habit ,Height. That means characteristics of wealth and/or talent for male
students are really important for female students, and female students who are
beautiful attract really male students.

Finally, we conclude that for male students, Appearance, Humor, Considerate,
Connotation are necessities, Height, Future Plan, Family Background, Wealth/Income,
Exercise Habit, Values are luxuries. For female, Appearance, Height, Wealth/Income,
Humor are necessities, Future Plan, Family Background, Exercise Habit, Values,
Considerate, Connotation are luxuries.

Key Word: Mate Preference, Necessity, Luxury.
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