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! »Science is an instance of writing with intent, the intent to persuade other scientists, such as
economic science. The study of such writing with intent was called by the Greeks “rhetoric.”
(McCloskey, 1985, p.4) “The Point of a rhetorical analysis is merely to read with understanding.” (p. 5)
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fE&E > [RNIF=f4935 > "The choice here is between an implicit and naive rhetoric or an
explicit and learned one, the naive rhetoric of significance tests, say, versus a learned
rhetoric that knows what is arguing and why.” (1985, p. 4-5)
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economics is modernism) ; (= ) FNV = & ET 7 97 1% (Modernism is a poor
method) ; ( P4)ZFE( Py [EEEC#EE (14 A (The unofficial rhetoric is honorable
but unexamined) ; (= ) AEPEAYUISHERLY 2V Hi(The rhetoric of economics is a
literary matter) ; () FAZyHREHIA ifxiijﬁ'b“jlﬁj(Economics is heavily metaphorical ) -
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Among the precepts of modernlsm are:
(1) Prediction (and control) is the goal of science.
(2) Only the observable implications (for prediction) of a theory matter to its
truth.
(3) Observability entails objective, reproducible experiments.
(4) If (and only if) an experimental implication of a theory proves false is the
theory proved false.
(5) Objectivity is to be treasured; subjective “observation” (introspection) is not
scientific knowledge.
(6) Kelvin’s Dictum: “When you cannot express it in numbers, your knowledge
is of a meager and unsatisfactory kind.”
(7) Introspection, metaphysical belief, aesthetics, and the like may well figure in
the discovery of a hypothesis but cannot figure in its justification.
(8) It is the business of methodology to demarcate scientific reasoning from
non-scientific, positive from normative.
(9) A scientific explanation of an event brings the event under a covering law.
(10) Scientists, for instance economic scientists, have nothing to say as scientists
about values, whether of morality or art. (McCloskey, 1983, p. 484)
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methodology of positive economics). &9 ELAE RS P A A 30k

i+ McCloskey El@%qm?“ﬂ{ P D AR FE SRR ig e [SEE

HEGRE | H g [Eiﬁ f VAN J; Al RE RS S VI EA - l*'ﬁ?ﬁ%i%\g%ﬁw
gyl ;J,gm PSR o PR RE R L R R R
B o |*‘1Eﬁ§: F*.,EJFEL;H : “If translated into English, most of the ways economists
talk among themselves would sound plausible enough to poets, journalists,
businesspeople, and other thoughtful though noneconomical folk. ... Economics uses
mathematical models and statistical tests and market arguments, which look alien to
the literary eye. But looked at closely they are not so alien. They may be seen as
figures of speech — metaphors, analogies, and appeals to authority.” (McCloskey,
1998, xix) I R H RIS L T Rm A T ) (SRR S mj\—
“Obscured by the official rhetoric, the workaday rhetoric of economics has not
received the attention it deserves. Knowledge of it is therefore hidden in seminar
tradition, advice to assistant professors, referee reports, and jokes. Economists can do
better if they will look at their arguments.” (McCIoskey, 1998, p. 35) |§§T§2$’11§F3}:%5§
1551 IR R T I ST e o RO [ AL Al
fie=ha ﬁﬁ Y55 > “The talk of special and general topics presupposes a division in the
audience between specialist and generalist. Rhetoric emphasizes the audience. The
writer does more than merely choose an audience from the existing population: in his
mind’s eye, or his writing’s tone, the readers become not merely his choice but his
creation.” (McCloskey, 1998, p. 84)
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%EIIE[ Jﬁiji—_ﬁ—rm ’ i:j;( —FULIE[J[ FLIJFE‘JN}‘%% ,n\ JF]:[ IE[ Jf':j’l;llzl “What

dlstlngU|shes good from bad in learned discourse, then is not the adoption of a
particular methodology, but the earnest and intelligent attempt to contribute to a
conversation.” (McCloskey, 1998, p. 162)McCloskey fiu= =514+ | qﬂﬁrﬁruéﬁﬂ
R8I FHEI F% » “Rhetoric does not deal with Truth directly; it deals with
conversation. It is a literary way of examining conversation, the conversation of
economists and mathematicians as much as poets and novelists. It can be used as |
have shown for a literary criticism of science. The humanistic tradition in Western
civilization, in other words, can be used to understanding scientific tradition.”
(McCloskey, 1998, p. 163-4)
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notion of a conversation gives an answer to the demand for standards of
persuasiveness.” (McCloskey, 1998, p. 163) 7> i: McCloskey  JUfi T SR | »
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Polanyi f Jgﬁl%lﬁ1¢ﬁ FIfuEE > FEE] © "The conversations overlap enough to
make you almost as sure about neighboring fields: examining the overlap is what the
editors, referees, and members of research panels do. The overlaps of the overlaps, as
Polanyi once observed, keep all honest if some try to be. Q.E.D.: the overlapping
conversations provide the standards. It is a market argument. There is no need for
philosophical lawmaking or methodological regulation to keep the economy of
intellect running just fine.” (McCloskey, 1988, p. 163)
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”F'd/ T [H » PIpUELE fL - “The French and German triads that correspond to our plain
English “natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities” are “les sciences naturelles,
les sciences sociales, et les sciences humaines” and “die Naturwissenechaften, die
Sozialwissenschaften , und die Geisteswissenschsften.” In both the term for studies of
poetry, language, and philosophy — studies that are humanistic and decidedly literary
in form — includes a “science” word. But in French and German, and in every other
language | have looked into, the term is not properly understood as English “science.”
In Japanese, Finnish, Tamil, Turkish, Korean, and all the Indo-European languages,
the science word means “systematic inquiry.” (McCloskey, 1998, p. 20) I??Fﬁ"ﬁiid/
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McCIoskey’ﬁj H[JEJ%@\E}&@ FUEF > I F’ilﬁ} : “Being Scientific means in
English being different from the rest of society. Demarcating Science from other
thinking was the main project of the positivist movement. The project of demarcation,
when you come to think about it, is strange. Perhaps the mixing of the positivistic
program of demarcation with the English definition of Science explains why
positivism of a sort has stuck to the English-speaking world. English-speaking people
even now worry a good deal about whether they are scientific or not — witness the
ignorant sneers which non-scientists such as mathematicians and journalists in
English-speaking countries direct at social “science.” (McCloskey, 1994, p.7)7\iﬁ}’ 4
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