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Abstract

Hu Shi was a renowned scholar since the establishment of Republican China. His
promotion of the new culture movement, new literature movement, and the writing of
plain language brought about far-reaching influences in modern China. However,
comments on Hu Shi are far from complete and objective. As the backbone of
traditional Chinese culture is the Confucian classics, this paper tries to investigate
how Hu Shi challenged and disintegrated the authority and monopoly of Confucian
classics, reestablished the new view of life and value, and let China fully globalize. As
a result of Hu’s efforts, the new culture movement flourished. However, Hu
overlooked the special essence of the learning of traditional classics, his arguments
and position cannot help to be contradictory. Although Hu was a liberal scholar, he
carried the mark of conservatism. Hu strongly supported the complete Westernization
of China but did not assert some kinds of values in Chinese tradition. This hurt the
national feelings of the Chinese, and led to the losing of the deserved brilliance of
modernization. All these resulted in the difficulties and disputes in the process of
globalization. From Hu’s learning of the classics, one can grasp the core of Hun Shi’s
thought, his objectives in his participation in the culture movement, and thus
rediscover the reality of Hu Shi’s scholarship.

Keywords: Views of the learning of Confucian classics, Four Books and Five
Classics, Paradigm, Industrial revolution, Meiji restoration
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